Dueteronomy 29:9-20, “Nitzavim”
Liberal Torah Reading for Yom Kippur
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Dueteronomy 29:9-20, “Nitzavim”
Liberal Torah Reading for Yom Kippur

Today you are all standing before God your Lord - your leaders, your tribal chiefs, your
elders, your law enforcers, every Israelite man,

your children, your women, and the proselytes in your camp - even your woodcutters
and water drawers.

You are thus being brought into the covenant of God your Lord, and [accepting] the
dread oath that He is making with you today.

He is establishing you as His nation, so that He will be a God to you, just as He
promised you, and as He swore to your ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

But it is not with you alone that | am making this covenant and this dread oath.

| am making it both with those who are standing here with us today before God our
Lord, and with those who are not [yet] here with us today.

You know full well that we lived in Egypt, and that we also passed through [the
territories of] the nations you encountered.

You saw the disgusting, putrid idols that they have, made of wood and stone, gold and
silver.

Today, there must not be among you any man, woman, family or tribe, whose heart
strays from God, and who goes and worships the gods of those nations. There must not
be among you a root whose fruit is gall and wormwood.

When [such a person] hears the words of this dread curse, he may rationalize and say,
'l will have peace, even if | do as | see fit. Let me add some moisture to this dry
[practice]!

God will not agree to forgive such a person. God's anger and demand for exclusive
worship will be directed like smoke against that person and the entire dread curse
written in this book will lie [at his door], so that God will blot out his name from under the
heavens.

God will separate him so that he will have more evil than any of the Israelite tribes, and
he will be subject to all the dread curses of the covenant, which are written in this Torah
scroll.



